Bronchitis.?Ritchie1 has conducted a series of researches into the infectious nature of bronchitis. It has
long been known that the nasal cavities and the air passages below the glottis are sterile under normal conditions. In the sputa of bronchitics many organisms have been found: these may have been derived from the mouth, but if the bronchial secretions are examined by removing the lungs immediately after death this source of error is avoided, llitchie made such examinations in cases of fatal bronchitis in children. Forty-nine cases in all were examined, in twenty-two of which pneumonia was also present. Films prepared from the mucus showed microorganisms in all the cases, and in all but six successful cultures were also made.
By far the most common organism was the streptococcus, which was found in thirtyfour cases ; in pure culture on 
